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A brief overview of the growth and impact of Read On! over the last 18 months. 

 

In 2011-12 with the support of Barclays’ sponsorship of the graded Oxford University Press 

Bookworm readers and Roncato’s subsidy of the trolley suitcases to house the mobile 

libraries, Read On!  

 

� Trained 50 teachers  

� Distributed 32 mobile libraries in 25 schools in Lazio. 

� Secured the participation of 749 students in the programme 

� All Read On! teachers took part in regular sessions of teacher training to develop their 

understanding of extensive reading and its use in the classroom.  

� On average students read 20 books each over the year but many read more, including 

our first Italian ‘Millionaire’ who read over 80 books. 

� Pre and post cloze testing showed overall gains in participating students’ reading skills 

and both students and teachers reported more confidence in oral and written tasks in 

English. 

� Teachers and students reported much higher motivation in English classes as a result of 

the presence of the libraries.  
� Students speak more in English during the lessons 

� The programme has not only benefited mainstream students but has also stimulated 

encouraging results from students with dyslexia and other learning difficulties. 

� Teachers have described failing students in English having been turned around by the 

project 

� Teachers and students report their classes are more united.  

� Innovative and original digital responses from students 

 

In 2012-13 with additional support from Barclays, new sponsorship from Shell Read On!  and 

Roncato’s continuing subsidy Read On!  

 

� Trained over 250 teachers 

� Distributed 208 libraries in 149 schools in the following regions: 

o Valle d’Aosta 

o Piemonte 

o Emilia Romagna 

o Toscana 

o Lazio 

o Basilicata 

o Puglia 

 

� The programme has proved so popular with last year’s teachers that new teachers have 

volunteered to join the programme from almost all of the original 2011-2012 schools. 

� 4368 students are now participating in the programme. 

� Teachers are reporting huge enthusiasm and enthusiastic reading. 

� Great response from post-earthquake schools where the libraries have helped re-

establish lesson routines in the classrooms still under canvas. 

� Teachers are learning professional skills from the project as well as practical classroom 

management techniques.  They regularly communicate by email, participate in webinars 

and collate test results electronically.  

� Students are applying cross-curricular skills to the project: e.g. a complex digital archive 

system developed by a student in the Piano Nazionale Informatica at the Liceo Gullace. 
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