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In service training 

My formal and informal experience in Riga 

 

2011 marked, for me as a teacher, the first 

approach with the world of adults. It has been 

the last experience in my rich school carrier, 

started in the Secondary School, then in the 

Primary School, then again to the Secondary 

School, and  Last but not least the experience in 

Centro Territoriale Permanente of Maglie, 

province of Lecce. I live and teach in a strong 

migration area, and the foreigners from different 

countries and ethnic groups, have to face the 

existing  economic and social problems in the 

South of Italy. But even every professionals live 

the changes of time. In such a scenery School, 

and above all The Centro Territoriale 

Permanente with its Lifelong Learning attitude, 

has a primary role. 

I don’t hide you my fear, and above all my 

uneasiness to face as a teacher this world.  

Every age has its problems so its methods and 

strategies of teaching.  

For this reason, to develop my language skills in 

adult education setting, I decided to train, using 

the Grundtvig fund for mobility as a teacher, and I asked and received the fund to attend a course in Riga 

on “Creativity and thinking in language education”. 

I met colleagues coming from Norway, Finland, Germany, Romania and even from Italy, but above all I 

shared the formal and informal aspect of this course. We stayed in the same hotel, and every day we had 

our lessons with the tutors, with lunch dinner and coffee breaks, and walks. I assure you that every 

moment  we had culture, instruction, education, reflection, training on teaching strategies. Our brains 

seemed as if they gave birth to instant ideas, and the breaks and the changes to the timetable suggested to 

the tutors, became necessary, to give place to creativity. Even during our walks on the Baltic sea, the 

dinners in the hotel and out, we managed to give birth to stories retold changing the point of view, and 

obviously the audience and the function; and again the local culture gave us the possibility to practice the 

technique of the yes /no games, understanding that only the question that excludes the 50% of possibilities 

is the right question. And then we learned to ask ourselves  and someone else questions, without forgetting 

our students and their cultural and social background. In the end we proposed our Thinking Approached 

lessons to the tutors, considering the level of our students, wondering exactly what do they need and how 

far do they and we can go. 
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It wasn’t easy to enter the mechanism of thinking, on the contrary there were stuck moments, surely 

provoked by our tutors, that lead to creativity. 

With this creativity I came back to Italy, with 

the desire to tell this experience to my 

colleagues, trying to suit my teaching strategies 

to the always different students needs. I keep 

the contacts with my foreigners colleagues, 

both to have creative lessons and simply to 

have contact with them, but above all not to 

turn off the light on such a special experience. 

I hope the same creativity will be with us during 

the education act as teachers, in such a period 

in which culture and training  seem not to be to 

the first place in the definition of human being. 

If we learn to pose  questions, to be in someone else shoes, someone who need cultural and linguistic and 

why not human help, surely we will be successful in our education mission. 

Training is a duty towards ourselves and towards other people, it’s a need to satisfy the changing era. In 

this developing period we hope that man will also develop. 

 Maria Antonella Marrocco 

 

 

 

Useful links 

hosting institution www.ta-group.eu 

Information about the course:  

www.ta-group.eu/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=86:course-1&catid=47:residential-courses&Itemid=81  

TA Group's youtube channel : www.youtube.com/user/thinkingapproach - 


