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EUROPEAN COMMISSION 
Directorate-General for Education and Culture 

Lifelong Learning : policies and programme 
Higher education; "Erasmus" 

Brussels, 2 A JUIN 2008 
DG EAC/B-3/bn/ns D(2008) n° 7586 

NOTE TO THE DIRECTORS 

OF THE LLP/ERASMUS NATIONAL AGENCIES 

Subject: Survey by the Erasmus Student Network 

We would like to inform you about the research on exchange students in Europe 
undertaken by the Erasmus Student Network (ESN). 

ESN is launching a survey on "Exchanging Culture" in order to understand if the 
experience of studying abroad has a deep impact on cultural awareness, the ability to 
integrate in a new social / cultural environment, the willingness to overcome cultural 
differences, and to realise the benefits of a study experience abroad. 

As in previous years there will be some general questions about the experience of 
studying abroad, to monitor the process of the Bologna process in topics like academic 
recognition and ECTS transfer. 

We would like to ask your National Agency to support this project as appropriate, for 
instance, by inviting the universities involved in Erasmus in your country to facilitate 
participation in the survey. 

All past and present exchange students are invited to fill in the survey. The internet link is 
www.esn.org/survey. You will also find downloadable survey results of the previous 
years. 

In annex you will find a standard letter that universities can send to their students. The 
participants will have a chance to have a special mention in the final report of the ESN 
Survey 2008, a European wide publication. The ESN believes the real incentive for 
students is to be able to influence the decision makers to design successful exchange 
programmes in the future. 

ESN will be happy to share with you the results of the project. Just send an email to 
secretariat@esn.org if you would like to receive the final report or the results of the 
survey for your own country. 

Barbara Nolan 
Head of Unit 

Commission européenne, B-1049 Bruxelles / Europese Commissie, B-1049 Brussel - Belgium. Telephone: (32-2) 299 1111. 
Office: MADO 11/90. Telephone: direct line (32-2) 296.71.39. 
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Dear Student, 

Maybe you have been an exchange student recently, maybe you are currently studying in 
a foreign country, perhaps you studied abroad some years ago or you are a regular student 
at one of the many universities spread all over Europe. In any case, being a student is a 
really special period of life and this is why we would like to invite you to share your 
opinion and experience. 

Erasmus Student Network (ESN) is a network of non-profit student associations in 
Europe and beyond. Our aim is to help students who are studying abroad with practical, 
social and academic issues. Right now, we are conducting a SURVEY on the topic 
"Exchanging Cultures" and we are very interested also in your experience. 

* Would you help us by completing our short questionnaire and sharing your opinion with 
us?* 

You can find the questionnaire online at www.esn.org/survey. At the beginning of the 
questionnaire, you will be asked to fill in a code. Your code is: NA 

*THE PRIZE* 

5 lucky participants will be chosen and their names with pictures will be published in the 
survey report which will be later distributed all around Europe. 

More importantly, by participating in the survey, you will have a direct influence on the 
future of exchange programmes within Europe as we will share the results of the survey 
with people responsible for developing exchange programmes to help more students take 
part and successfully complete their exchange study in the future. 

Thanks for your help and good luck with your studies! 

Your ESN Survey Team 

http://www.esn.org/survey

